Police Weighed and Discarded 
Many T actics in Sniper Assault 


NEW ORLEANS, Jam. 9 (AP) 
— The police considered and 
discarded everything from a 
frontal assault to helicopter 
landings and even the use of 
flame throwers in their 32-hour 
attempt to kill or capture the 
sniper or snipers in the Down- 
town Howard Johnson’s Motor 
Lodge. 

Mostly the assault on the 
concrete bunker atop the. hotel 
included the use of automatic 
Ufles and hand guns, with a 
.vw ineffectual shotgun rounds 
^ired from out of range. 

Concussion and phosphorous 
grenades were frequently con- 
sidered but never used. So 
were flame throwers. Concus- 
sion grenades were ruled out 
beeause of danger to the police 
holding the stairway landing on 
the floor directly below the 
snipers. 

“We could collapse the whole 
damned roof down on our peo- 
ple/’ a police lieutenant said. 

Pulling the men back down 
one floor was ruled out because 
police officials were afraid a 
sniper was monitoring their 
radio broadcasts and would 
move down with them, get back 
into the building and start the 
tragedy all over again. 

Phosphorous grenades and 
flame throwers start fires, and 
firemen had already been ex- 
posed to fire and gunfire. 

Elephant Guns Used 

“Elephant guns” — 300-mm. 
Weatherbys — and .458 magnum 
Winchesters were ruled out 
because, as one official said, 
“if . you miss, you could go 
right through the building and 
kill someone 10 blocks away.” 

An attempt to use tear gas 
was. made Sunday, but the 
wind was so strong it dispersed 
the’ gas, making it ineffective. 

As the hours dragged by and 
the sniper returned sporadic 
fire, the weapons being used by 
the police could not punch 
through the heavy walls. 

Seven of the “elephant 
guns” wewre finally brought 
into play, however, to hammer 
a hole in the • eight-inch con- 
crete walls of the sniper’s 
bunker. Marksmen began send- 
ing' the heavy rounds into the 
pillbox at 2:40 A.M. Monday 
and in 20 minutes had punched 
a hole measuring three by two 
feet. 


An armor-bottomed Marine 
helicopter made at least two 
dozen passes on the sniper’s 
position while six police marks- 
men armed with military rifles 
poured fire into the shadows 
where the sniper was believed 
to have been hiding. 

The heavy guns drove a 
sniper from his bunker out 
onto the open roof of the 18- 
story building and th^ airborne 
marksmen combined their ef- 
forts with sharpshooters on 
surrounding buildings to cut 
him down. 

The police radio sizzled with 
reported sightings, disclaimers 
and position reports, all inter- j 
spersed by Police Superintend- 
ent Clarence Giarrusso with 
the repeated admonition: “No- 
body is authorized to fire. We' 
have men in the building. No 
one is authorized to fire.” 

Sharpshooting Approved 

About 20 minutes later, a 
sharpshooter on the Federal 
Building, 500 yards away, said: 
“I have a clear shot at him.” 

Mr._ Giarrusso had lost three 
men in the early flurries, and 
three civilians had also been 
killed. He did not want to lose 
any more. 

“Jake, are your men out of 
that door?” he radioed. 

“My men are below the roof 
level,” Jake responded. 

Mr. Giarrusso then approved 
the effort, saying: “406, give it 
a try.” 

It was a misty, dark morning 
and 406 could not see his shots 
hit. 

A radio voice in City Hall, a 
block away and directly across 
from the ledge, called his fire: 
“You’re just a hair to the 
right.” 

Another shot. 

“You’ve got him moving. 
You’re right over his head. 
Lower it a bit.” 

Then Jake’s voice from the 
16th floor: “Uh, that round 
came into the 16th floor.” 

A few more attempts resulted 
in stray shots coming close to 
men in the building, so Mr. 
Giarrusso canceled efforts to 
pick the sniper off under such 
conditions. 

With daylight, the chopper 
passed and repassed, but failed 
to draw fire. 


